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GLOSSARY

Aggregate Function
A function designed to produce a single 
result based on the contents of an entire 
field. Aggregate functions can return a 
sum, a minimum, a maximum, a count, or 
other mathematical functions. 

Alias
A substitute name for a database column 
defined by the user in an AS statement. 
An alias is used for clarity or presentation 
when displaying a query.

Argument
A parameter of a function, usually encased in 
parentheses () and separated by a comma.

Arithmetic Operator
An SQL keyword used to perform basic 
arithmetic operations (add, subtract, 
multiply, divide, modulo) usually within a 
WHERE clause. 

Attribute
Another representation of a field.

Boolean
A data type expressed as either true or false. 

Clause
A subsection of an SQL statement that starts 
with a reserved keyword and may include 
additional parameters and operators.

Coding Convention
A set of guidelines, standards, and best 
practices used in most programming 
languages to ensure that code is readable 
by other company stakeholders.

Column
Another representation of a field.

Comparison Operator
An SQL keyword used to compare values, 
usually used within a WHERE clause. 
Examples include “=” (equal to), “>” 
(greater than), “<” (less than), “>=” (greater 
than or equal to), “<=” (less than or equal 
to), <> (not equal to).

Composite Key
A primary key consisting of two or more 
fields combined in such a way as to make 
a unique identifier.  

Data Manipulation Language (DML)
A subset of SQL keywords that are used 
to add, remove, and modify data in a 
database. Examples include INSERT, 
UPDATE, and DELETE.

Data
Information that can be recorded and 
stored in a database.

Data Type
An attribute of a field that specifies what 
type of data that field can hold. Examples 
include numerical and text.

Database
A collection of data arranged for ease and 
speed of search and retrieval by a computer.

Database Administrator
A database professional responsible for the 
maintenance, security, and integrity of a 
database. Duties may include deciding who 
has access to what parts of the database 
and determining who can edit the database. 

DB Browser
An SQL browser that uses the SQLite RDBMS.

Entity Relationship Diagram (ERD)
The graphical “blueprint” of a database 
that explains relationships between tables, 
such as a relationship between a primary 
key in one table and its corresponding 
foreign key(s) in other tables. An ERD can 
also be called a schema.

Field
A space allocated for a particular type of 
data. Field could refer to one specific item 
in a record or the entire column. Sometimes 
referred to as a column or attribute. 

Foreign Key
A column in a table that is a primary key in 
another table. 

Function
A special SQL keyword that accepts certain 
parameters called arguments, performs 
an operation (such as a calculation or 
modification of the data in the field), and 
returns the result of that operation as a value.

Integer
A data type that represents a whole (non-
decimal) number.

Keyword
A special reserved word in SQL that performs 
a specific function in a statement or query. 
SELECT is the most common SQL keyword.

Logical Operator
An SQL keyword used to perform 
conditional selection of data meeting 
certain criteria, usually within a WHERE 
clause. Examples include BETWEEN, IN, 
LIKE, AND, and OR.

Messages Pane
A part of the SQL browser that gives the user 
feedback on the results of executed queries. 

Metadata
Data about the structure of the data in a 
database.

Normalization
A technique used in the creation of 
databases to reduce redundant columns and 
thus decrease both the size of the database 
and the time required to run queries. 

Operator
A special SQL keyword, usually used in 
conjunction with an existing SQL clause 
such as the WHERE clause. Common 
operators include comparison operators, 
logical operators, and arithmetic operators. 

Primary Key
The column that acts as a unique identifier 
for a particular record in a table. 

Query
A request made in Structured Query 
Language, entered into an SQL browser, 
requesting a specific set of information.
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Query Pane
A part of the SQL browser that allows the 
user to enter SQL queries.

RDBMS
An abbreviation for relational database 
management system.

Record
One complete set of information, usually 
consisting of one row and at least one column.

Relational Database
A database design that employs multiple 
tables linked to each other by the use of 
primary and foreign key fields.

Relational Database Management 
System
A software package that allows the user 
to create, edit, and run SQL queries on 
relational databases.

Results Pane
The part of the SQL browser that shows the 
result set, or data returned from a query. 

Result Set
The output or resulting data of a 
successfully executed query, usually in the 
form of records from the database.

Row
Another representation of a record.

Sandbox
A database environment that is isolated 
from any live servers or sensitive data so 
that code can be tested or practiced.

Schema
A description of the relationship between 
database tables and their primary and 
foreign keys that can be shown visually by 
an entity relationship diagram (ERD).

SQL
Structured Query Language. A standardized 
set of keywords specifically designed to 
create, manipulate, and control  
relational databases.

SQLite
A particular implementation of SQL, also called 
a relational database management system.

SQL Browser
The software interface of a relational 
database management system that allows an 
end user to browse databases and execute 
queries using Structured Query Language.

Statement
Any valid piece of code that can be 
executed by the RDBMS.

String
Text data stored in a text-based data type 
such as NVARCHAR.

Syntax
The correct keyword usage, order, and 
structure of SQL statements so that the 
SQL browser correctly interprets the 
resulting query.

Syntax Error
An error message created by the SQL browser 
due to an improperly structured query.

Table
A unique set of records, consisting of both 
rows and columns.
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