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GLOSSARY

Boggs Act
Passed in 1952, this act set mandatory 
sentences for drug convictions. A 
first offense conviction for marijuana 
possession carried a fine of up to $20,000 
and two to ten years’ imprisonment.

CBD (Cannabidiol)
One of many active cannabinoids in 
cannabis, CBD can assist in treatment 
of several diseases and their symptoms/
side effects but does not contain the 
psychoactive properties of THC and other 
cannabinoids. Hence, the user does not 
feel “stoned” when using it.

Controlled Substances Act (1970)
A federal US drug policy under which the 
manufacture, importation, possession, 
use, and distribution of certain narcotics, 
stimulants, depressants, hallucinogens, 
anabolic steroids, and other chemicals  
are regulated.

Hashish
The flowering tops and leaves of Indian 
hemp smoked, chewed, or drunk as a 
narcotic and/or intoxicant.

Hemp
Also known as Indian hemp, this tall, coarse 
plant is native to Asia but is grown around 
the world and used as a source of fiber (to 
make rope, etc.). It is also used to make 
drugs, including marijuana and hashish.

Marinol
The first synthetic FDA-approved 
cannabinoid-class drug, still used to treat 
nausea and vomiting in chemotherapy 
patients and to manage appetite loss in 
AIDS patients.

Medical Marijuana
Refers to the use of cannabis or marijuana, 
including components of cannabis, THC 
and other cannabinoids, as a physician-
recommended form of medicine or  
herbal therapy.

Terpenes
Fragrant and medically useful unsaturated 
hydrocarbon molecules found within a 
plant’s essential oils.

THC (tetrahydrocannabinol)
The primary intoxicant in marijuana. 
THC is a compound obtained from the 
cannabis plant. It produces a high level of 
psychoactivity in users.

Vaporization 
A technique for avoiding irritating 
respiratory toxins in marijuana smoke by 
heating cannabis to a temperature where 
the psychoactive ingredients evaporate 
without causing combustion.
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